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A Message from Our President
Dear Friends and Members of Stehekin Heritage,

2025 has been our most urgent year yet. The threats facing Stehekin are no longer distant — they are

here, accelerating, and demanding action. So is our resolve.

Your membership has powered letters to elected officials, trips to Wenatchee, community meetings, a

published Emergency River Restoration Plan, and an unrelenting effort to hold the National Park

Service accountable for the Company Creek levee failure threatening our neighbors' homes and access.

Every renewal is a vote of confidence in this community. Thank you for standing with us.

With dedication and hope,

Ron Scutt
President, Stehekin Heritage

The Company Creek Levee Crisis
The levee failure is an ongoing emergency affecting 1/3 of our population. During flood events, 21

homes lose access entirely. Property loss is occurring now. And with each passing day, the danger

grows.

The record is clear: levee construction and maintenance are the direct responsibility of the National

Park Service, as stated in their own 2013 Stehekin River Corridor Implementation Plan, which commits

the NPS to 'maintaining existing erosion-protection measures along the Company Creek Road,

including the 400-foot-long levee constructed in the 1980s.' Stehekin Heritage has fought — and will

keep fighting — to ensure that responsibility is honored.

What We Have Done:

• From the December flooding through today, we have written formal letters to district, county, and

congressional officials — and traveled to Wenatchee to meet directly with those responsible for

supporting Chelan County citizens within the Lake Chelan National Recreation Area.



• We held meetings with affected property owners, pooled our knowledge, and together authored and

published a comprehensive Emergency River Restoration Plan — presented to local, state, and

federal officials.

• We have actively engaged Chelan County's Planning Department as it develops a plan for Stehekin's

future — providing input as year-round residents, business owners, and families raising the next

generation here. We have made clear the legacy of generational property ownership dating back to

homesteaders, and the vital importance of zoning appropriate to our small size and foreseeable

needs as a community, and thoughtful management, to our survival on the tiny percentage of land

remaining after NPS acquisition. We strongly advocate for no further land acquisition in this valley

by the NPS.

• We have met with Chelan County PUD members about the future of our power source and

production — a discussion directly tied to the County planning effort, with a draft publication

expected this spring.

Emergency River Restoration Plan: stehekinheritage.com/stehekin-river-emergency-restoration

President's letter to elected officials: stehekinheritage.com — Latest News

The Clock Is Ticking: Spring Flooding Is Coming
The December atmospheric river events were a sobering preview — and the threat has not passed. As

of this writing, the Stehekin River is forecast to crest at 21.95 feet on the morning of Saturday, March

21st, well above the Action Stage of 19.5 feet. Risk levels escalate to Extreme by Friday, with a

10–15% chance of slides on the Pioneer Burn Scar. This is not a distant warning. This is happening

now.

Monitor the river forecast: water.noaa.gov/gauges/STHW1

We ask that you stand beside us as we navigate protecting our community through this crucial time. So

far our biggest help has been through Chelan County's response, as our Commissioners have stated

their commitment. Stay tuned for the developing news on the race to restoration before spring runoff.

Know What We Are Up Against
The Stehekin community faces organized opposition. The North Cascades Conservation Council

(NCCC), a well-funded advocacy group active since 1957, advocates publicly for 're-wilding' valleys

by decommissioning roads and allowing rivers to reclaim their floodplains — and has stated that

keeping the upper Stehekin River road open is a losing battle. Their American Alps Legacy Project

works toward a 300,000-acre expansion of North Cascades National Park along watershed boundaries

that would directly affect the Lake Chelan National Recreation Area and the private lands within it. The

NCCC describes the Lake Chelan NRA as 'essentially a National Park where hunting is allowed' —

language that signals their long-term vision. They have a documented record of using litigation as a

primary tool, having sued even the National Park Service itself.

https://stehekinheritage.com/stehekin-river-emergency-restoration/
https://stehekinheritage.com/#latest-news
https://water.noaa.gov/gauges/STHW1


Public Law 90-544 is clear that the Stehekin community remains. We love the extraordinary wilderness

that surrounds us and do not wish for its destruction or overpopulation. We simply wish to do what

Stehekin families have always done — live here, raise our children here, and share this extraordinary

place with the visitors fortunate enough to find it.

We are aware. We are vigilant. And our advocacy is our answer.

Learn more: NCCC Wilderness Protection & American Alps Legacy Project — northcascades.org

American Alps Legacy Project map: pacificbio.org/webmaps/AALP_webmap.html

A Tribute: Ron Scutt — Four Decades of Dedication
Since 1980, Ron Scutt has been a steadfast voice for Stehekin Heritage — active member, effective

speaker, and tireless advocate for the protections of Public Law 90-544 that established the Lake

Chelan National Recreation Area and guard this historic community to this day.

He has traveled to Washington, D.C., written countless letters, and met repeatedly with members,

landowners, and decision-makers — a loyal ambassador for the year-round residents too often

overlooked in the policies that govern this valley.

This year, Ron completes his final term as President — leading us through one of the most challenging

chapters in our history. His shoes will be extraordinarily difficult to fill. The legacy he leaves behind, in

battles fought, relationships built, and a valley that knows it has had a true champion, will endure for

generations. Thank you, Ron, from the bottom of our hearts.

“Stehekin Heritage needs Stehekin’s Heritage now more than ever. There is, however, a lot

going on; the issues before us could last a long time, actually, they’ve been going on since

1968. All through this process, I’ve had a passion for maintaining a place where families

could raise children. That was the foundation stone. I found people here who were

independent thinkers, capable and hardworking.”

— Ron Scutt, President, Stehekin Heritage

Renew Your Membership — Stand With Stehekin
Your membership is the lifeblood of everything we do. We encourage all members to renew by April to

ensure our advocacy continues through this critical spring season. We are also excited to announce

expanded membership tiers for individuals and businesses alike — your support directly funds our

advocacy, our publications, and our community's future, and now comes with some Stehekin Heritage

perks to show our gratitude.

https://northcascades.org/wilderness-protection/
http://www.pacificbio.org/webmaps/AALP_webmap.html


INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

Level Annual Dues Member Benefits

■  Boston $500/year Membership card • SH mug • sticker & pen

■  Booker $250/year Sticker & pen

■  Buckner $100/year Sticker in the mail

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP

Level Annual Dues Member Benefits

■  Gold $750/year All Silver & Bronze benefits + free ad on SH social media & Guide Book

■  Silver $500/year All Bronze benefits + pens & stickers, mug, and social media advertising

■  Bronze $250/year Business listed on website + membership decal stickers for business window

➤ Join or Renew at StehekinHeritage.com/support

https://stehekinheritage.com/support/


December 2025 — Stehekin residents wade through floodwaters to reach their homes. This is why we fight.
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